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In﻿other﻿words,﻿ facts﻿are﻿not﻿merely﻿objective,﻿but﻿ they﻿ represent﻿all﻿ that﻿may﻿have﻿happened﻿ in﻿
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influence﻿people,﻿ should﻿enhance﻿ the﻿empathic﻿ skills﻿of﻿ the﻿ reader,﻿ as﻿ it﻿ stimulates﻿ imagination,﻿






empathy﻿as﻿an﻿ important﻿guidance﻿ in﻿social﻿ life,﻿and﻿especially﻿ in﻿morality.﻿These﻿scholars﻿have﻿
argued﻿that﻿there﻿are﻿some﻿fundamental﻿problems﻿with﻿empathy.﻿For﻿instance,﻿being﻿too﻿empathic﻿
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Revaluing Fiction and Empathy
The﻿question﻿therefore﻿is﻿whether﻿fiction﻿has﻿the﻿potential﻿to﻿truly﻿inspire﻿empathy,﻿and﻿under﻿which﻿
conditions﻿these﻿effects﻿manifest.﻿In﻿a﻿world﻿where﻿empathy﻿is﻿actively﻿used﻿in﻿an﻿ideological﻿way﻿
(Prinz,﻿ 2011),﻿ it﻿ is﻿ important﻿ to﻿ assess﻿ how﻿ fiction﻿ may﻿ help﻿ in﻿ reflecting﻿ upon﻿ ideology﻿ itself.﻿
Stepping﻿out﻿of﻿ ideology﻿ is﻿ impossible﻿as﻿ stepping﻿out﻿ immediately﻿ involves﻿a﻿ step﻿ into﻿another﻿
ideology.﻿However,﻿fiction﻿is﻿relevant﻿as﻿it﻿may﻿help﻿to﻿create﻿awareness﻿that﻿something﻿is﻿ideological﻿
(e.g.,﻿fiction,﻿empathy﻿discourse),﻿and﻿thus﻿used﻿in﻿a﻿way﻿to﻿serve﻿a﻿particular﻿goal﻿(such﻿as﻿to﻿show﻿
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